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ESTANCIAS -  BUENOS AIRES

El Ombu de Areco

El Ombú de Areco is more of a chateau than a farmhouse estancia, a late colonial-style mansion built in 1880 by Lieutenant-general Pablo Riccheri and located in San Antonio de Areco, birthplace of the gaucho tradition, which is just under two hour's drive from downtown Buenos Aires.   The 750-acre estancia was purchased in 1934 by Enrique Boelcke, grandfather of the present owner and farm manager Eva Boelcke and is dedicated largely to breeding Hereford and Aberdeen Angus cattle.  El Ombú de Areco offers nine spacious, modernised bedrooms (6 doubles and 3 triples), with en suite bathrooms, large windows, central heating and fireplace and an impressive selection of period furniture.   

The main house is surrounded by a roofed gallery typical of the late-colonial period, with a colourful tiled floor and steps leading into the gardens.  Presiding majestically over the park is the estancia's namesake, the great and long-lived ombu (Phytolacca dioca), a tree as typical of the Argentine pampas as is the baobab of the African savannah.  This ombu is a truly venerable specimen as apparently gauchos have been hitching their horses to it for over a hundred years.
Centennial oaks, araucarias (monkey-puzzle trees), palms, eucalyptus, casuarinas and magnolias grace the four-hectare (ten-acre) park, tempting guests to stroll about and enjoy the fragrance of gardenias, roses and lime trees. The park and surrounding ranch land, with its natural lagoons and small water courses feeding the Areco River offer a rich habitat to a large number of Argentina's 1000 bird species. 
El Ombú de Areco activities include a broad selection of things to do including riding, bird-watching, riding in horse-drawn carriages or joining in the various stock-rearing activities as they happen on the ranch: milking, driving cattle to harness, vaccination, ear-tagging, de-horning, branding, etc.   Other recreational activities include: a swimming pool with solarium; ping-pong; metegol (table football); volleyball and football; bicycle rides; golf and tennis at a friendly country club only 15 minutes drive from the estancia. 
Estancia Grigadale

Some 550km south of Buenos Aires on some of Argentina’s prime crop-growing land lies Estancia Grigadale, run by the Scottish-Argentine Cameron family who have dedicated themselves to farming the land for well over 100 years, rearing cattle –including the Highland breed- as well as cultivating wheat, maize, soya, sunflowers and potatoes.  Guests are treated to the warm and generous hospitality that is the Cameron’s trademark, a relaxing ambiance of delicious home-cooked food and entertaining conversation. 

Activities include a visit round the farm at work as well as horse-riding, bird-watching at the magnificent artificial lake next to the house, driving round the grounds in a horse-drawn carriage, tennis and board games as well as swimming off the beaches in the near-by sea-side resorts of Quequén and Necochea.  The Camerons are exceptionally keen gardeners and tree specialists who have landscaped an oasis of considerable beauty out of the pampas, designing and planting the park surrounding the house with rare local and imported species of trees and flowers.

Accommodation consists of 1 twin and 1 double room with en suite bathrooms and 1 twin room with a private bathroom in the main house, while in the guest house there are 2 twin rooms with private bathrooms and a kitchenette.  

La Escondida

La Escondida, an estancia some 4 hours’ drive from the capital, lies in the west of Buenos Aires province in the heart of the Argentine pampas.  It is run by Caroline Couper Avendano and her two sons, direct descendants of the original owners.  These were pioneers who settled in Argentina at the end of the last century, camping by the hidden lake on the property –hence the name “La Escondida”- who braved Indians and soldiers alike to stake their claim on the land.  Today La Escondida, is a working farm growing crops and rearing cattle and horses, although its main activity is breeding world-class polo ponies which are exported to 14 countries.  

Accommodation includes 3 double rooms with en suite bathrooms with a family apartment for five with is bathroom. 

La Escondida offers guests the opportunity to experience daily life on an Argentine estancia in serene and beautiful surroundings with a wide variety of activities on offer.  They can go for long walks or rides around the lakes, home to many species of birds. They can also enjoy boating on the water as well as swimming in the pool or playing polo. Even those who have never played are certain to learn enough under the expert tuition of Diego and Enrique Avendano to take part in a friendly game.

La Martina Polo Ranch

Polo players who have yearned to learn or play in Argentina, the "home" of polo are more than welcome at La Martina Polo Ranch - the most prestigious Polo Training Centre in Argentina. Just one hour’s drive from downtown Buenos Aires and only 20 km away from the Ezeiza International Airport, it is extremely convenient for overseas players.

La Martina lies in one of the oldest and most beautiful parklands near the city on an 85-hectare estate, part of the larger family "estancia" and park which covers 900 acres. 

Polo instruction includes stick and ball sessions and game tactics in the morning followed by polo practice (chukkas) after lunch.  

The facilities include 15 rooms with private bathrooms (in the main house, club house and yellow house), swimming pool, tennis courts, horse riding and golf at a nearby range.  

Haras La Viviana 

The stud farm La Viviana lies in an idyllic setting between two large lagoons, a paradise for keen fishermen near Chascomús, some 130 km from Buenos Aires.  The old colonial-style house lies on the shores of a large lake, the scene for some truly unforgettable sunsets, while the surrounding parkland is a nature reserve popular among birdwatchers and nature lovers.  The set-up is a small family enterprise, ensuring a warm and informal welcome for guests. Activities include all kinds of boating, from sailing to canoeing rowing and windsurfing, as well as horse-riding, swimming and fishing.  

Haras La Viviana is well known for breeding and training show-jumping horses, as well as Arabs and ‘criollo’ horses for riding and racing.  



